SURVIVAL GUIDE TO DONNY – IMPORTANT THINGS TO BEAR IN MIND IN ORDER TO HAVE A PLEASANT STAY 
I am a German student who has just been living here for nearly half a year and I can say that I have really enjoyed it.  Since you are going to study in the same place as  me, I thought that maybe it would be helpful if I talked about my personal impressions of Donny and if I provided some important information about Doncaster itself, The College including all its facilities, etc.  Some of the topics I am going to talk about will be
1)   Studying at “The Hub” 
2) Shopping facilities in Doncaster 

3) Socialising in Doncaster 

4) Doncaster and Yorkshire people – attitudes and behaviour 
5) Food
6) Weather 

7) Transport

1) Studying at “The Hub” – quite different to the German system
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The Hub is quite a new building in Doncaster.   My first impression of Doncaster College was that it is very modern on the one hand, but also a bit confusing.  In fact, the College consists of 5 floors which are divided into East – and West – Side and into North – and South – Side.  Generally speaking, the atmosphere at “the Hub “ is quite agreeable since the College really cares about their students and staff which you can see from the diversity of facilities it has to offer. Manicure, pedicure and hairdressers are only some examples.  Let me make the following suggestions to you regarding studying at this new, large College;
a) As I have already mentioned, the Hub is a very large building where you can get lost easily.  Consequently, I would advise you to pay attention when first being shown around.  But if you do get lost, don’t hesitate to ask a member of staff.  My experiences with them were that they are always willing to help, especially when they recognize that you are new at College.  

b) Don’t worry if you can’t follow classes from the beginning or if you should face problems with your English.  Again, the staff usually is very helpful and shows a lot of patience with you.  As regards your English, don’t worry about it either.  The fluency will come when you’re in the country.  You can take a lot of measures to improve your English: reading English novels would be a good idea, for example.  I will tell you where you can find some of them later under the category “Shopping facilities in Doncaster”.  Moreover, you can go to the Learning Resource Centres.  Both libraries belong to the College and can be found either in High Melton or at the Hub.  You’ll be able to find a lot of books there, novels as well as technical literature.  Apart from books, you can also rent DVDs, CDs, newspapers and magazines there. So whenever you feel bored, you can go there, it is for free, only when you return the things too late, you’ll have to pay a penalty fee.  However, it is important to contact other English – speaking people, maybe also local people whilst going to the shops, etc.  Don’t be too shy to speak to native speakers, even when you’re of the opinion that your English is not “good enough”.  Your English will improve while you are living abroad.
c) Treat your teachers with respect, but don’t be too formal.  In fact, the teachers in Doncaster are much less formal than some of the German teachers.  You can always count on their casualness which is exactly the reason why you don’t need to be afraid of the lessons. It is likely that you will succeed in studying if you work hard.  Besides, your teachers will try to help you if you should require help. Moreover, they will try their best so that you successfully achieve your aims.  But you have to show good – will and also invest time in your education since the classes are quite demanding and exhausting from time to time as well.  To be honest, from my point of view, you will have to work harder than in Germany, but you will still have enough time to explore Doncaster and its surroundings or to do whatever you would like to do.
d) Take your studies seriously.  Although the teachers are quite flexible and you can hand work in later if you don’t finish it in time, you will have to put a lot of effort into your work. For example, regular attendance is absolutely necessary if you want to survive.  The tolerance of the teachers is not related to skiving.  Regular absence could even end in your withdrawal from the course.  
e) You will have to get used to the different style of learning at the College.  For example, in nearly all of the subjects, there will be no tests in between and only exams in the end.  In other subjects, there will even be no exams at all.  In these subjects, you will have to hand in work like essays or tasks which you have to solve in a group.  In my opinion, this different system has several advantages.  If you get nervous before exams(I always do), then it is better when you can do tasks for assignment at home as you are probably more relaxed and have more time to complete your work.  
f) If you face any problems, feel free to discuss them with your personal tutor.  Your class will be given the opportunity to have tutorial sessions, also on an individual basis, if you like.  So if you require any help, don’t hesitate to contact your personal tutor.  Your tutor will treat your problems seriously and is not allowed to pass any information to other people.  Not only have you the possibility to discuss problems with your tutor, you can also keep in touch with your teachers from Germany via e-Mail or call them, of course.  During your training, your German teachers will try their best to help you with any enquiries.
2) Shopping facilities in Doncaster  
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Doncaster has a lot of shopping facilities to offer.  Recently, the “Frenchgate”, a very huge shopping centre has opened in order to provide the habitants of Doncaster with a wider range of shopping facilities and in order to attract tourists to Doncaster.  Being situated just near College and in the town centre, I am sure you will spend some time there.  But apart from this shopping centre, there are also a lot of different shops in Doncaster. In fact, there is a quite large variety of shops.  Let me mention some of them in order to show you some possibilities to get the things you need more easily.
a) The “Frenchgate” 
The ”Frenchgate“ can be seen as a large Mall where you can find a great diversity of products.  I am going to tell you something about the shops which I consider being helpful to you or that might be of special interest to you.  Since there are plenty of shops, I am not going to mention all of them, but only a few of them.  I start with some nice shops where you can buy clothes and afterwards, I’ll go on to other shops where you can buy books, food, etc. 
Shops where you can buy clothes in the “Frenchgate”:

Jane Norman:

Here you can find good qualities clothes, but they might be over-priced sometimes.  Fortunately, Jane Norman has some special offers and makes reductions from time to time. Then you will be able to find nice clothes which are fun and fashionable.  Although shopping there is usually quite expensive, these reductions are a good opportunity to find interesting clothes for female customers. 
Select:

Again, you can find nice, fashionable clothes here, but compared to Jane Norman, this shop is not too expensive.  You can buy clothes at a good price there which are mainly for younger and, again, for female customers.  Besides, you can buy shoes there.  Other items such as bags are also available.  
Quiz:

 Like “Jane Norman” and “Select”, “Quiz” also focuses on young, female customers.  This shop also sells accessories like bags, fashion jewellery etc.  The price is quite good, you can buy a lot of things in “Quiz” without going broke.  But the shop is more for teenagers, I would say for young people at the age of 16 years since the clothes being sold there are a bit kooky. Although the price is low, the quality of the clothes is quite good.
Top Shop:
Me personally, I would really recommend this shop to you since you can buy clothes of a very high quality there, but they are at an average price.  “Top Shop” belongs to the “Arcadia Group”, Britain’s largest clothes retailer.  “Top Man” is part of “Top Shop” as well and sells clothes for men.  These clothes are also at an average price, but of high quality.  Clothes being sold at “Top Shop” or “Top Man” are rather for younger customers, although older people tend to go there from time to time, since the products sold there are quite diverse. 
Monsoon:

This shop might not be of a special interest to you unless you are looking for clothes for special occasions.  So whenever there is a student prom or something equivalent to this, you can find everything you need.  Not only can you buy dresses there, you can also buy accessories for special occasions.  But unfortunately, the products are really expensive.  Consequently, it is likely that you won’t be able to afford going shopping there on a regular basis, but you won’t need these products anyway since they are only for special occasion and you won’t have the possibility to wear Monsoon’s clothes very often because there aren’t too many student proms.  
Other shops in the Frenchgate:

Waterstone’s:

After having mentioned several shops where you can buy clothes, here is some information about other shops like Waterstone’s.   If you are looking for good books, then you can find them there.  The range of books offered by “Waterstone’s” is very big.  For example, you will find Joanne K Rowling there with her famous “Harry Potter” – novels.  Waterstone’s also sells brochures about different topics or provides you with information about different regions.  Love stories, detective stories, books for children, books for adults, diversity can be found at “Waterstone’s”, too.  Sometimes there are special offers like “ buy 2 books and get a third one for free”. Consequently, you can save money by buying at Waterstone’s.  Moreover, DVDs can also be found there, but if you are looking for DVDs, a shop called HMV might be probably better for you since they have a bigger choice of DVDs.
HMV:

This is the shop I have mentioned in the last section where you can buy DVDs.  But you can also find games for nearly every game console and CDs, of course.  You will definitely find the kind of music you are looking for as the choice of different kinds of music is quite big.  From pop over rock to metal you will find everything there.  
Where you can buy food in the Frenchgate:
The food you can buy at the Frenchgate mainly consists of Fast Food Restaurants like “Kentucky Fried Chicken”, “Burger King” or “Subway”.  But there is also a supermarket called “Sainsbury’s” where you can do your grocery shopping. I’ll give you further advice on your grocery shopping later in the chapter “Food”.  Also smaller shops where you can buy baguettes like “Gregg” can be found in the Frenchgate. 
b) The pedestrian precinct of Doncaster 
In the pedestrian precinct of Doncaster the tendency to diversity can be found, too.  I’ll give you some advice and recommendations on the shops which I consider to be worth a visit.  
New Look:
Very fashionable shop with rather cheap clothes.  Also larger sizes are available up to size 22 which is size 50 in Germany.  Apart from clothes, you are also able to find underwear and other bargains such as bags at this nice shop. 

Miss Selfridge:
Miss Selfridge also belongs to the Arcadia group that I have described previously.  This shop focuses on young female customers who want to be modern and up-to-date. Look for reductions at this shop since the products aren’t always cheap, they can be at a quite high price.  Clothes being sold at Miss Selfridge are very playful, you usually won’t find any basics in there.  I really would recommend this shop because you can always find something special or extraordinary there, clothes being sold at Miss Selfridge are never boring and it is likely that you won’t find anything of average nature there. 
Primark:

At Primark, you can nearly find everything: clothes (also shoes), fashion jewellery, underwear, accessories, sun-glasses, bags, etc.  To be honest, the products being sold at Primark are rather of a poor quality, although not always, but they are at a very, very good price.  So if you think of the good price, the relation between price and quality is still quite good. In fact, Primark has the lowest prices in town and if you find earrings for 1£, who really cares if they last for years?  Consequently, I would really advise you to visit this shop as I am sure you will find something interesting there. 
3) Doncaster town market
Doncaster has its market as well which is open on Tuesday, Friday and Saturday.  The market will provide you with food such as fresh vegetables.  Not only can you buy food there, there are also people selling clothes, watches, scarves and other bargains.  In my opinion, the town market is worth a visit as well since it is something completely different to the ordinary shops and you can go there for a change.  Additionally, it is a good opportunity to contact local people.  The market is situated at the market place near Primark and the College at the end of the pedestrian precinct. 
4) Some general observations of the shopping in Doncaster:

One thing you can observe easily whilst shopping in Doncaster is that the salesmen are much friendlier than some of the salesmen in Germany.  In truth, not every salesman is the same, but generally spoken, they are friendlier.  Although the friendliness differs from shop to shop, you’ll be able to identify a trend to politeness in the shops.   Besides, you can find also larger sizes in the shops, even though there is a trend to smaller sizes at the moment, but you’ll be able to find clothes up to size 16 or 18 in nearly all of the shops which is surprising if you compare it to German companies which often only produce up to size 12 or 14( 40 and 42).  In addition, you’ll see that obviously cheap shops are booming at the moment.  Whenever I went to cheaper shops like “Primark” or “ H&M”, I always found these shops being crowded.  This might be because people don’t want to spend their disposable income on clothes or maybe simply because they find cheap clothes more fashionable.  Another possibility is that people don’t possess so much money in Doncaster because Doncaster is, compared with other regions in Yorkshire, not so well off since there is a high unemployment rate here, for example.  However, there are many possibilities why cheap shops are booming at the moment and you don’t know if this trend will increase further, but the time I was in Doncaster, I could clearly see this tendency to cheaper clothes. 
3) Socialising in and around Doncaster 

3.1) Staying in High Melton – not as boring as expected 

We didn’t always go out in Doncaster.  Sometimes, we also stayed in High Melton.  Although High Melton is rather a quite place, there are some possibilities to have a good time.  For example, there is a bar which is opened in the evenings nearly all of the time.  In this bar, you can play billiards with your friends or just relax and listen to the music they play there.  Moreover, the bar has its own TV where you can watch several channels, like music channels such like MTV, but also comedy channels etc.  Sometimes, you can play with the game console that belongs to the bar as well.  The bar is more suitable if you want to have a calm time.  Although there are several things you can do there, the atmosphere is quite calm, relaxed and laid – back.  If you want to recover from an exhausting week or something like that, then the bar will probably be the ideal place for you.  But, me personally, I never found that the bar was boring, even though there weren’t too many people there either from time to time.  
Sometimes, there were also parties organised underneath the bar.  Compared to the rather quiet evenings in the bar, there was much more going on during those parties.  The parties underneath the bar usually started at about 10.00 pm and lasted till early in the next morning.  I really enjoyed those parties, even though the music being played there wasn’t my favourite music, but maybe you’ll like that kind of music.  It mainly consists of Techno which I don’t like too much, but my classmates, for example, didn’t share my opinion.  They found this music great.  Since the taste of something differs from person to person, you’ll maybe prefer this music. But even if you share my taste of music, I am sure you will enjoy the parties nevertheless since you will be given the opportunity to meet other people there and it’s a good change to the quiet life in High Melton.  One thing that I found weird is that the parties were always during the week and not on weekends which is not too good when you have to get up early in the morning even though you have to recover from a serious hang – over. 
3.2) Going out in Doncaster 
High Melton can be quite ok, but Doncaster is obviously more interesting if you want to go socialising as there are much more bars and clubs.  Let me start with some general things you should think of when going out in the night, things I have observed and things you will see as well.
First, you may be surprised about the way people dress when they go out.  It can be rainy, stormy, cold and even snowing, the women always wear mini – skirts or short summer dresses in combination with high heeled sandals.  I first wondered if they never get a cold because I always did in the beginning of my stay in Doncaster.  But then I realised that the people only want to be dressed appropriately since in many clubs, there are dress – codes.  For example, it is nearly impossible to enter any of the clubs in trainers.  I was quite surprised about that, it’s a clear contradiction to the way people dress during the day.  In fact, the casualness regarding clothes in the free time can be very deceptive because the dress – code in the evening can be quite strict actually.  Fortunately, this dress – code is not related to Pubs in Doncaster.  On a Friday night, there is often Karaoke in many Pubs.  Don’t worry if you can’t sing, in these Karaoke bars it doesn’t matter at all, most of the people doing a performance aren’t the best singers, this makes the fun of Karaoke.  So remember that there’s no need to feel embarrassed, even if your singing is really horrible, there’s always somebody whose singing is even worse.  For British people it doesn’t matter how good you sing, the most important thing is to have fun.  
As you know, the British have a bad reputation concerning drinking.  I have to say that this is not only a stereotype, the amount of alcohol being consumed by the British is quite high.  You know that the Germans are also known for their enormous alcoholic consumption, so this will be nothing completely new to you.  But I would advise you to pay some attention since British people can get a bit aggressive when they’re drunk.  Above all, you should avoid looking at people too intensively because in the UK, this might be interpreted as staring which is considered very rude here.  Especially when the British are drunk, they can get angry with other people staring at them.  

Against the opinion of so many people, I wouldn’t say that this “drinking – problem” is something typically British, you can see similar things to this in other places of the world, too, but keep in mind that British people are famous for drinking, even though not all British people are like that, of course.  I am sure you’ll encounter the love for alcohol of British people whilst going out sometimes, but on the other hand don’t worry too much about it either, most of them are still peaceful and  as long you do not provoke them, things will be just fine. 

One of the night clubs you should visit is the “Tonic”.  This is a club where DJ’s from Doncaster College use to play their music.  They do so on every Sunday evening.  So if you have time on a Sunday night, try this night club.  You can also go there on a Tuesday night since there will be also DJ’s playing music then. 

One of my favourite bars is the “Flares” where they play music from the 70’s or 80’s.  Besides, it has been nominated for one of the best bars in 2006.  This bar is very large, it consists of 2 floors.  You’ll face a quite mixed audience, from older to younger people, this bar is very popular amongst people of every group of age. 
So these are some of my impressions of the night life in Donny, I hope you’ll have a great time when going out. 
4) Doncaster and Yorkshire people – attitudes and behaviour

While living here, you will get to know the Yorkshire people better.  But I have to admit that I can’t really write much in this chapter because I didn’t really have a lot of contact to Yorkshire people.  In truth, I met a lot of them during my course at College, in clubs and bars or in the shops, but I think that this is no “real” contact because you can’t know someone very well by seeing that person only partly in situations where their real behaviour isn’t shown.  What I am trying to say is that it is a bit difficult to describe the attitudes of people when you don’t live with them together because in the shops or at College, their behaviour might be different to the one they show at home and you won’t be able to assess the different point of views of Yorkshire people by contacting them only during their work or when they go out.  Since I have lived in High Melton and not in a host family, it is a bit difficult to talk about this topic, but I can try to describe my general impressions about people living in Doncaster and other parts of Yorkshire.
First of all, the Yorkshire people I met were much more open and easy – going than most of the German ones.  For example, you will nearly always be called “love”, “dear”, “sweetheart” or “darling”, not only in the shops or from the bus drivers, but also from the staff at College.  The word “love” is one of the most popular ways to address people in Yorkshire.  It reflects the friendliness of Yorkshire people and shows that most of the Yorkshire people aren’t closed or inhibited.  It is meant to create a friendly atmosphere at school, at the work – place or everywhere else.  
Another thing which isn’t really linked to the behaviour of Yorkshire people but which I consider to be important is the communication with the people living here.   I am talking about the Yorkshire accent.  You might face problems in understanding the Yorkshire accent when you first arrive here in Doncaster.  Especially when Yorkshire people talk to each other, you will first find it difficult to follow, but this will improve whilst living here.  I would advise you bring a small radio with you so that you can listen to different channels on a regular basis in order to improve your listening skills.  Some regional channels like “BBC – Sheffield” or “Real – Radio” are quite good because the people working there speak the Yorkshire accent. “BBC – Sheffield” is more informative whereas at “Real – Radio”, they play more music. 
Usually, Yorkshire people are willing to help you if you should have any problems.  But it is very important that you show good – will and try to talk.  I mean, if you are friendly and try to explain to them what your problem is, they will help you, but if you don’t speak, they might interpret this as unfriendliness or disinterest.  Consequently, you don’t have to be afraid if you should not understand what has been said, they usually repeat it for you or try to speak a bit more slowly.  If they shouldn’t speak more slowly, just ask them to do so.  So don’t hesitate to contact them, don’t be too shy, if you want them to help you, you have to ask.  Even if you feel that your English skills aren’t at such a high level, remember that this is nothing you need to be ashamed of, especially not at College, as there are many international students.  Also Doncaster itself has many people with an immigrant background.  As a result, most of the native speakers in Doncaster are used to different accents.  If you should have any inhibitions concerning speaking to people, remember that nobody’s perfect and that you are here to learn.  I know that this may be hard especially in the beginning of your stay, I am rather a cautious person myself, but don’t forget that Yorkshire people are usually quite tolerant and don’t mind helping other people.

As far as I can judge this, Yorkshire people are rather open – minded than narrow – minded. This might be due to the relatively high number of immigrants coming to Doncaster.  The habitants of Donny have learned to meet people from other nations.  But on the other hand, some of the habitants of Donny always seem to be so busy and, sometimes, also stressed.  To be honest, I sometimes had the impression that I went on their nerves when I asked them a favour as they can get quite unfriendly, too.  Well, most of the people living in Doncaster are friendly, but, of course, not all people are the same.  Another possibility is that some people living here are a bit dissatisfied.  As I have told you before, the region of Doncaster isn’t so wealthy, compared to other regions of the UK.  There are also people living in Doncaster who are not so well of and maybe are, for the sake of this reason, a bit frustrated.  Some of the people in Doncaster maybe don’t see such a great perspective in their lives since there is a relatively high unemployment rate in Doncaster and since Doncaster itself is an industrial town which is, compared to the South of the UK, for example, not too beautiful.  But one should bear in mind that Doncaster has already taken several measures to improve this situation and to make Doncaster more attractive to its habitants and visitors. 
Also at the work – place, the atmosphere is more relaxed.  Again, I can’t say too much about the atmosphere at the work – place since I haven’t made so many working experiences abroad yet.  But as I am spending my work placement here at the moment, I can give you some tips regarding working in the UK:

In an office, the people are more open as well.  Although you can’t compare the work placement to working in a company for a longer period of time, you will be able to gain at least some important working experiences.  In most cases, you won’t get paid for the work placement; a work placement is only for getting used to the world of work.  But this has also advantages – even though the placement can be seen as challenging, your employers won’t get angry with you in the case you should make a mistake which would be obviously different if they had to pay you.  In this case, the expectations would be much higher. 
Although Yorkshire people are tolerant, in some offices it can be important to wear the “right” clothes.  Some of my friends have been told from their employers to dress a bit different since their clothes were, according to their employers, not suitable for an office.  In some offices, smart clothes are required, for people on a work placement, too.  So it seems to me that people from Yorkshire aren’t always as tolerant as they appear to be during the day in the shops or in their private life.  At work, they can be rather conservative, even though my friends told me that the atmosphere in the office was very agreeable there as well.   But it actually depends on the office. In the office I worked in, I could wear what I wanted to wear.  
On the whole, Yorkshire people and British people are quite flexible.  Don’t worry about the typical German punctuality.  Of course you need to be punctual at your work place or at College, but especially at the work place, nobody would count the seconds you’re too late and you won’t get into real trouble when you arrive there maybe at about 5 minutes later, as long as you make sure that this doesn’t happen every day.  The golden rule is that you have to apologise when you should not manage to arrive on time.  Most of the teachers don’t bother as long as you apologise and behave in a friendly way.  Accuracy is not as important to them as it is to the Germans.  You’ll notice that when handing in work, for example. 
The friendliness I have mentioned before is important at College, too.  In one of your subjects dealing with organisation in the office, you will also learn how to deal with customers, thus including dealing with customers on the telephone.  One thing you learn first is to put on a smile, even when answering the telephone, because you’ll be able to “hear” that smile over the telephone.  So you can see that politeness is of high value concerning business matters.  Always stay friendly, even when customers should go on your nerves, keep in mind that here in the UK, “the customer is always right”, and usually, the customers will treat you on a friendly basis, too.  One can say that in most cases, the customers treat you as friendly as you treat them. 

The British also have a good sense of humour.  Their humour can be seen as ironical, and, sometimes, also a bit cynical, to be honest.  But although they are famous for      “leg – pulling” which means that they try to make fun of you from time to time, they will never insult you seriously.  You should learn not always to take yourself too serious, you have to get used to the ability of laughing about yourself and you should be able to understand self – irony.  Besides, as you probably know, their humour can be best described as dry and also as dark humour sometimes.  Take, for instance, this joke:  Two hunters are on their way through the forest.  Suddenly, one of them falls to the ground.  His friend thinks that he has lost consciousness or, worse, that he is dead.  So he calls the emergency and says: “Doctor, my friend has just fallen to the ground and is probably dead.  What am I supposed to do now?” “Make sure if he is really dead” After that, you can hear a loud bang and the other hunter asking “OK. And what am I supposed to do now?”

This is one example of British sense of humour; the joke has been nominated for the best joke in the world on the internet recently.  

On the whole, I am sure you will get along well with the Yorkshire people as they are usually open towards other people and easy – going. 

5) FOOD

The British food is different to the German one.  Apart from the typical British dishes like beans on toast and sausages, there are some other meals that you will encounter during your stay in Doncaster.  Peanut butter, for example, is very popular amongst British people.  Another experience you will make is that it is nearly impossible to find wholemeal bread or rolls here. Instead, you will find plenty of toasted bread and white bread in the UK.  As regards the bread in the UK, you can see that British people don’t produce very healthy bread.  But you can also see differences if you look at the typical German fast – food like “Kebap”, for example.  There aren’t so many Turkish restaurants, but more take-away – services, even though Turkish food is popular here, too.  It’ll be very difficult to find Italian restaurants.  Also Greek restaurants are rare.  But you’ll be able to find a lot of Chinese restaurants instead.  Apart from these Chinese restaurants, you can go to loads of Thai restaurants which are popular in Doncaster as well. But not only in Doncaster you’ll be able to find them, Chinese and Thai restaurants are very famous all over the whole country.  Moreover, there are much more Mexican restaurants than there are in Germany, while it is very difficult to find one in Germany, it will be much easier here in the UK.
On the whole, food in the UK is more expensive than in Germany, especially when you intend to go to a restaurant, you’ll pay more than you would pay in Germany.
In this chapter, I’ll give you some advice regarding your grocery shopping, too.  However, here are some shops which I’d like to describe to you:
Tesco:
This is a supermarket I really would recommend to you.  It is situated near College.  You’ll pass Tesco every day on your way from the College to the bus station at Frenchgate, Interchange.  So you can see that it is really easy to reach.  Me and my classmates always did our grocery shopping at Tesco. The food there is of a good quality at an acceptable price.  Besides, you’ll be able to find the things you need there easily since there is a lot of clarity in the shop due to its shields on the ceiling giving you information about the products very clearly.
Sainsbury’s:

Sainsbury’s is a supermarket situated in Sprotborough, a small village near High Melton and Doncaster.  I’ve been there once, but the food is more expensive than at Tesco.  The quality is slightly better than at Tesco, but me personally, I would rather recommend Tesco for your grocery shopping since you can save a lot of money by going there regularly.  You can find a Sainsbury’s store in the Frenchgate, too.  The store in the Frenchgate is larger than the one in Sprotborough, but you’ll be able to find the basic things you need at the store in Sprotborough nevertheless.  

Netto:
Netto is another chain of supermarkets.  It is situated in Mexborough. The Netto store sells very cheap food.  This might be the reason why for some British people, it has a very bad reputation.  In their eyes, it would be a nightmare to be seen with Netto-bags. But this doesn’t concern everybody living in the UK.  There are also plenty of people who really enjoy shopping at Netto, simply because it’s so cheap and as they don’t care about the opinion of other people.  Since I’ve never been to Netto, I can’t judge if the service is really as poor as it is said or if Netto is much better than it is expected to be in the eyes of many people.  But maybe you’ll go there and find out.
Marks & Spencer:
Marks & Spencer sells clothes, underwear, jewellery and food.  Food at this shop is of a very high quality, but really expensive.  In fact, it is more expensive than everywhere else.  From my point of view, I wouldn’t really recommend this shop because of the high prices.  Even though the food being sold there is really nice, it would be too expensive to go there on a regular basis. But if you want to go there only a few times, you’ll find good products there.  The clothes sold there are rather old-fashioned and not suitable for younger people, generally speaking, young people don’t want to go to Marks & Spencer.  What for some people is Netto is for younger people Marks & Spencer.  As a result, I would only recommend Marks & Spencer if you are looking for nice food from time to time. 
Doncaster town market:

I’ve already described the market to you, but I have to add something to it:  If you want to save money, it would be a good idea to go there around 3 pm. They often sell off perishable goods very cheaply at the end of the day.  You really can save money by buying food at this time, the only thing you’ll have to think of is to consume it very quickly as it might be off the next day, but if you want to economise due to a low budget, Doncaster town market is really recommendable. 
6) The weather in Doncaster 
One thing you should bear in mind regarding the weather in Doncaster is that you can’t really rely on it.  Indeed, it can be quite changeable.  For example, it can be quite nice in the morning, with a bright sky and lots of sun, and then again very cloudy in the afternoon.  Also the opposite is possible: in some cases, the weather will turn out much better than expected.   When it is rainy in the morning, it is likely that it won’t stay that bad during the whole day, the weather often develops better, even though this isn’t foreseeable in the morning.  
The changeability of the weather can be found all over the country, but especially in the coastal areas.  If you want to go on a trip to the coast, make sure to take some clothes to change with you so that you can dress appropriately for the weather.  

In addition, you can’t rely on the weather forecast either.  Sometimes, weather experts claimed that the weather would be very sunny over the coming days and then it was raining nearly all of the time.   
Compared to the German weather, the winter is not as cold as the one in Germany.  In fact, British winters are milder with gentle air than the German ones.  As regards the summer in Germany, one can see easily that the British summer is not as hot as the German one.  I remember that my mother told me that there were already 30 degrees in May in Germany while there were only at about 15 degrees in Doncaster.  But be prepared to cold days, although the winter can be seen as warmer, there are still a few days that can be pretty cold.  Additionally, be prepared to snow and ensure to bring some warm clothes with you, just to be sure.   

On the whole, British weather is famous for being blustery from time to time and, compared to other countries, there is really more rain.  So I would really advise you to bring an umbrella and a rain-coat with you.  But on the other hand, you shouldn’t forget that in other parts of the UK the amount of rain is even higher and that the weather in Doncaster is, if you compare it to these other parts, not too bad.  
When people who are not from the UK have to give a brief description of the weather here and when they are ought to say how they imagine typical British weather, one can often hear that the weather is really bad including rain and fog. 

Contrary to the opinion of so many people, I think that it is a cliché that it is always rainy and foggy in GB.  For me, the changeability is a more appropriate word to describe the English weather.  And the fact that the summers are usually not as hot as they are in Germany doesn’t automatically have to be a disadvantage, sometimes, 30 degrees are much more agreeable than 35 or even more, especially when you have work to do and when you have to concentrate at College, for example.  
7) Transport 
Although the transport facilities can be seen as slightly more expensive than in Germany, you’ll be able to save some money nevertheless. For example, you won’t have to pay for the bus ride from High Melton to College.  Fortunately, there is a free shuttle – bus – service that takes you from High Melton to Doncaster centre.  But this shuttle – bus – service only exists at College times and not at the weekend or bank holidays, for example.  At the weekend, you’ll have to buy a ticket for the bus.  I would advise you to buy a saver – return – ticket when going to town, but you have to return to High Melton before 6 pm, otherwise, your ticket will become invalid. 
You should keep in mind that the buses only run their services until 11pm.  If you want to go out in the evening, it would be recommendable to share a taxi together with your friends.  If you share a taxi with two or three other people, than it won’t get too expensive, only slightly more than taking the bus.    
If you travel a lot, you can buy a rail-card at Doncaster station.  With this rail-card, you can get percentage savings on your trips.  This opportunity allows you to travel at a lower price.  The only thing you need in order to apply for a rail-card is a photograph of yourself and a form where you need to fill in your personal details.  
Due to its good railway connections, Doncaster can be reached easily.  London, for example, is reachable in less than two hours by fast train, and Sheffield, the next city, can be reached in approximately half an hour.  York, a nice historical town, is also situated near Doncaster, it’ll take you only at about twenty minutes by train to get there.  Besides, Doncaster even has its own airport from where you can travel to several destinations in Europe, but you won’t be able to travel to Hanover, for example.  So if you are interested in going home for the holidays during your stay abroad, you’ll have to travel from Manchester Airport.  It’ll take you one and a half hours to go to Manchester by train. 
Now, it is time for me to say goodbye since my stay here in Donny is nearly over.  I am sad to leave, although I didn’t expect this when I first came here.  Hopefully, my Survival Guide was helpful to you and you’ll have a nice, pleasant stay here like I did. 
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